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did he valued them more highly, and for some would only accept
a money-rent on a tenure which agreed that if any one came
forward offering the old services, then the tenant should sunender
the land to him. This made the villeins discontented

(e) The villeins, besides seeing the labourers prospering,
found themselves hard put to it to cultivate their land or to
pay their lent, whether in service or money, for the household
was halved but the rent remained the same. Many villeins
threw up their holdings in disgust and migrated to the towns.

It will be obvious that the
landlord was in a parlous state
All the luxuncs of life, every-
thing that depended on skilled
labour increased in price; unless
he were prepared to alter his
standard of living, he must find
some means of getting cheaper
labour. On the other hand, the
labourer saw his chance and took
it. He combined, he formed
secret societies, and if the lord
refused his demands, he left
the manor and went to work
for some one who would pay what
he asked. Legally he could not
do this, but whom was the lord to send to fetch him back ? he had
no men to spare and a residence of a year and a day in a town
made the fugitive free; if he fled to the cloister or the war, neither
church nor army gave him up easily. It was not only that the
landlords were in a quandary, there was a very real danger that the
country might suffer seriously by land going out of cultivation,
Statutes of Labourers* As early as 1349 the government
-stepped in and issued an Ordinance, which in 1351 was converted
^into a Statute, These were the first attempts to regulates by
>law the economic arrangements of the manor. The principal
measures were:
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